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ASA(ALT) PICNIC 2002
This year’s picnic is two days away on August 23, 2002.  The event will take place at The Pavilions of Turkey Run in McLean, VA from 1000-1600.  For directions, visit http://www.jrsbeef.com/turkeyrun/DIRECTIONS.htm.  Opening ceremony will start at 1100 followed by lunch at about 1200.  The ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT menu consists of BBQ beef, marinated chicken, hamburgers, veggie burgers, hot dogs, gourmet potato salad, coleslaw, baked beans, pasta salad, rolls, watermelon, unlimited sodas, lemonade, tea, water, snow cones, and popcorn.  Beverages and certain food items will remain available throughout the day.  The day is planned with fun, exciting, and competitive adult and children activities (several may get you wet).  As a special treat for the entire family and compliments for being guests at the Pavilions, you can walk along the Pavilion’s nature trails and tour The Claude Moore Colonial Farm.  The park demonstrates the life of a poor family (park staff cast) living on a small tenant farm in northern Virginia during the late colonial period.  The Pavilion’s staff will issue the free coupons at the picnic site.  For more information on the farm, visit http://www.1771.org.  Enjoy all these and many more attractions for a minimal fee.  Picnic cost for adults (12 years and older) is $15, children (5-11 years) $6, and children 4 and under is free.  Tickets are available for purchase from your division/directorate point of contact.  

(MAJ Ken Paulino/SAAL-SA/DSN 664-7042/kenneth.paulino@saalt.army.mil)
2002 Army Acquisition Workshop

The 2002 Army Acquisition Workshop was held in Norfolk, Virginia, on 

August 5-7, 2002.  Hosted by the Assistant Secretary of the Army (Acquisition, Logistics and Technology) (ASA(ALT)), the workshop was attended by 265 members of ASA(ALT) Headquarters Staff, Army Program Executive Officers (PEOs), Major Command Commanding Generals, Command Select List Project/ Product Managers and Acquisition Commanders.  Topics discussed included: the Army Transformation; Objective Force Task Force; Future Combat Systems; Logistics Transformation; G-4, G-6 & G-8 Updates; a POM Update and a Stryker Brigade Combat Team Update.  

General Gordon R. Sullivan, United States Army, Retired, President and Chief Operating Officer of the Association of the United States Army, served as the Guest Dinner Speaker.  General Sullivan gave an informative and motivational presentation and applauded the work of the Army Acquisition Corps as he discussed our theme, “Army Acquisition – Supporting the Warfighter.”  

(Ms. Joan L. Sable/ASC/DSN 655-4357/joan.sable@aaesa.belvoir.army.mil)
Army Acquisition Program Manager Workshop

The Army Acquisition Support Center will sponsor the Army Acquisition Program Manager (PM) Workshop on August 27, 2002.  This informative and interactive workshop will be held at the Howell Auditorium at Defense System Management College (DSMC) on Fort Belvoir, Virginia from 0800-1700.  Day one will consist of guest speakers who will provide insights on becoming and serving as a Program Manager and information on the actual board process.  Former and current PMs will be on-hand to talk about the challenges and rewards of being a PM.  Follow-on dates will be available for individual one-on-one sessions where Acquisition Career Managers (ACMs) will be available to meet personally with interested A&TWF members to provide assistance on preparing for the board process and offer pointers on making an application package more competitive.  This is an opportunity you should plan to take advantage of!  For more information please visit the acquisition homepage at https://dacm.rdaisa.army.mil, or contact Eileen Reichler at 703-805-1048.

(Ms. Anne Galway/NCR CSO/DSN 655-1069/anne.galway@aaesa.belvoir.army.mil)
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Army Total Asset Visibility (ATAV):  The purpose of the ATAV system is to help the Army and DoD better manage its assets.  The ATAV is an automated capability designed to provide total visibility over Army assets and the strategic decision making for many Army logistics functions, echelons, and actions.  The ATAV integrates information from existing systems, primarily from the Commodity Command Standard System (CCSS), to build its data repository.  Consequently, data in ATAV is dependent upon the frequency and accuracy of the updates of information entered into the system.

Unfortunately, since ATAV implementation in fiscal year 1992, the system usefulness has diminished due to a myriad of problems with reliability and completeness of information.  As a result, the ATAV system has been subjected to repetitive audits, first in March 1997 and again in July 2002.  The primary focus of both audits was the acquisition data entered into CCSS.  The use of pseudo stock numbers and procurement by-pass codes A and B when procuring “hardware” prevented ATAV from performing its intended mission of providing  “visibility”.    

ATAV can be an excellent management tool if it contains accurate information. It can provide users with the following categories of information with one inquiry:

· Assets- shown by on-hand quantity, due-in quantity, due-out quantity, substitute quantity, condition, ownership/purpose, and project. 

· Force Structure- On-line query capability into the Army force composition down to company level.

· Authorizations- Required and authorized quantities for major items and requirements objectives at the retail level for repair parts.

· Item Information- On-line cataloging information for the Army Master Data File (AMDF) and SB 700-20 and the Federal Logistics Information System (FLIS) database maintained by the Defense Services Center (DSC). 

· Intransits- Displayed by document number, stock number, Department of Defense Activity Address Code (DODAAC), voyage number, flight number, Transportation Control Number (TCN) and Radio Frequency (RF) Tag.

For more information on ATAV contact Ms. Millie Smith.

(Ms. Millie Smith/SAAL-RP/DSN 664-7148/millie.smith@saalt.army.mil)

2002 Army Acquisition Corps Ball

The 2002 Association of the United States Army (AUSA) Annual Meeting will be held at the Marriott Wardman Park and Omni Shoreham Hotels in Washington, DC, October 21-23, 2002.  The theme of this year’s meeting is “Realizing the Army Vision.” The three day meeting will feature events such as the Army Ten-Miler road race, military and family forums, and numerous military and industry exhibits. 

A special highlight of the weekend will be the annual Army Acquisition Corps’ Ball.  The 2002 Ball will be held at the Holiday Inn in historic Old Town Alexandria, VA on Sunday, October 20, 2002.  Tickets for this gala event will be limited and Ball information will soon be posted to the AAC home page at http://dacm.rdaisa.army.mil.  An on-line reservation tool is being developed to expedite the reservation process.  If further information is required please contact Mary McHale. 

(Ms. Mary McHale/SAAL-ZAC/DSN 664-7112/mary.mchale@saalt.army.mil)

Performance-Based Logistics Module Available Online
The Defense Acquisition University (DAU) Continuous Learning Center is offering a new Continuous Learning Online Module entitled Performance-Based Logistics (PBL).  DoD has designed this module for the entire acquisition workforce including acquisition, technology, and logistics workforce members; program managers; acquisition logisticians; sustainment logisticians; contracting personnel; and defense contractors.  The module is comprised of five lessons that present PBL as the strategy of choice for product support.  It is based on the DoD Performance-Based Logistics Guidebook entitled, “Product Support: A Program Manager's Guide to Buying Performance,” November 2001.  

The average time for module completion is three hours. You may take this self-paced module over time, returning to your last accessed page when convenient.  The module includes periodic review questions and a post-test. The post-test requires a minimum score of  70 percent and may be taken as many times as necessary.  A certificate of completion is available at the conclusion of a successful post-test.  Just select the module title hyperlink to obtain the certificate.   To access this module, log onto  the DAU Continuous Learning Center web site at http://clc.dau.mil, click on "CL Modules," and then select the Course Information & Access link.   To launch the module, click on the name of the course.  If you have any questions, contact the DAU CLC administrator at dauclcteam@meridianksi.com. 

(Mr. Randy Williams/SAAL-ZAC/664-7107/randy.williams@saalt.army.mil)
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