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Defense Acquisition Policy Changes

     The Defense Acquisition Policy Working Group (DAPWG) is the standing OSD-led Defense acquisition policy working group.  The Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Logistics and Technology) leads has established a bi-annual update cycle for Defense acquisition policy:  January through June is planned to deal with major initiatives; July through December is being reserved for “sweep ups” (i.e., folding in existing policy statements, memoranda, etc.)  The DAPWG convened February 6, 2002 to review the major issues identified in the “call for issues” and chart the road ahead for this change cycle.  The issues currently identified for consideration are 

-  Funding information for IIPTs/OIPTs;

-  CAIV and evolutionary acquisition (given recent DAE emphasis memo);
-  Software intensive systems and industrial base policy text changes;
            -  Clarification and simplification of Clinger-Cohen Act implementation requirements;
 -  Acquisition of services.  (This has been in the works for quite some time.)
     On the horizon for consideration are some Service-unique issues:  ships and satellites; missile defense; and consideration of a special Acquisition Category for space items.  The Army’s Acquisition Policy Directorate will continue to work with our Army-wide staffing matrix as we move through this continuous change process.

(Mr. James T. Inman/SAAL-RP/DSN 664-7160)

Acquisition Database Change

     Using the automated tools found in AIM, Automated Information Management, and the acquisition community continues to submit changes/updates for the Acquisition Category Database.  We continue to process these changes.  Our goal is to have a database with near real time data.  Please continue sending in your program changes or updates.

     Users can request updates through the program information change or organization information change automated feature found in AIM under the page heading Contact AIM. Select  “request program information change” if you want to change or update information about a specific program.  For example, if you want to change the milestone decision authority, acquisition category level, description, acquisition phase or parent organization of the program, the request program information is the correct choice. Keep in mind that SAAL-RP will process the request for program information changes.

       Select “request organization information change” if you want to change or update information about a specific organization.   For example, if you want to submit a change for personnel staff, reporting chain, PM’s address, contact data, the request organization information change is the correct choice.  The Acquisition Support Center will process the request organization information changes. 

(Mr. Lawrence Thurman/SAAL-RP/SAIC/DSN 664-7157)

Army Acquisition Procedures (DA Pam 70-3) Update

     The first draft of the revised DA Pam 70-3, Army Acquisition Procedures, was widely distributed for review on January 25, 2002.  Comments are due to Assistant Secretary of the Army (Acquisition, Logistics and Technology), Acquisition Policy Directorate by March 25th.  The pamphlet has been reformatted to bring it in-line with the standard Army publications outline.  Chapter organization mirrors the DoD 5000.2-R where possible.  Subject matter experts provided valuable assistance during draft development and will play a key role in addressing provided comments.  

(Mr. Chip Woody/SAAL-RP/ DSN 664-7176)

Acquisition Tuition Assistance Program  

     The last Acquisition Tuition Assistance Program (ATAP) board for fiscal year 2002 is scheduled for June 2002.  Be looking for the ATAP announcement on the Army Acquisition home page at http://dacm.rdaisa.army.mil in early April.  The announcement will open until May 31, 2002.  If individuals are interested in taking advantage of this opportunity, they should contact their ACM as soon as possible to get started on updating their ACRB and to gain assistance with putting the packet together.
(Ms. Anne Galway/SAAL-ZAC/665-1069)
Important Notice About Certification Requirements
     The 2002 Defense Acquisition University (DAU) catalog has incorporated changes to the DAWIA certification requirements.  Available on the DAU website at http://dau.mil individuals seeking certification should review the certification requirements for their career field and determine if minimum education, experience, and training requirements have been sufficiently met.  Once an applicant feels they have adequately met 2002 requirements, or if questions arise, individuals should contact their Acquisition Career Managers to continue the certification process.   Contact information for Acquisition Career Managers can be found on the Army Acquisition home page at http://dacm.rdaisa.army.mil.
(Ms. Anne Galway/SAAL-ZAC/665-1069)
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